President’s ‘U})cfat‘e - Bert Phills

Our name officially changed on Jan. 1, 2026. The new
name reflects our evolution beyond Ontario. We are the
largest national provider of non-profit group health
benefits for education workers and retirees. The name,
Entente Education Canada, reflects the organization's
evolution into a truly national organization, removing
barriers that had long challenged outreach in provinces
such as British Columbia and Québec, where prospective
members respond more positively fo a name that
represents a national scope and inclusiveness. This year
also marked the successful expansion of our membership
eligibility to include the immediate family of current
members.

Denis Leclerc, Cheryl Leclerc and Marianne Nichols will
begin their first full year as members to our executive.
Everyone in this group is commended for their ongoing
commitment and work on behalf of our members. Pat
Gleason retired from our executive last year. We thank
her for her years of service o our executive.

As this new year begins, your executive will continue to
meet regularly with the committees. Plans are being
made for the Christmas Dinner, Retirement Planning
Workshop and the Spring AGM. The Goodwill Committee
will continue their outstanding work connecting with our
membership.

On the inside....

Goodwill Committee
Birthday Greetings
Contact inventory
Financial Report

Sarnia Concert Series

In Memoriam

Executive 2026-27 Request
Reinvent Yourself

Fall Social

Merit Travel

Archives Update
Benefits Update

Pictures from June Social
Pictures from Feb. RPW
2026-2027 Executive
Contact info for EEC
Social registration Page

Columbia Store
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fBirtﬁcfay wishes to

Goodwill Committee - Michele

"If you want something done, ask a busy

|
\

Changing privacy laws no u

person . .." That saying certainly holds frue

our Members . \
for your hardworking Goodwill Committee

members. Kathy, Linda, and Marianne. How ' .
+ aboly 1o vou? longer allow us to publish the

can i :
PPy To'Y names of our members as we

If you have a few minutes, let us know if a « A have done in the past. We y
member colleague is ill, has moved or would need the written

suffered a bereavement. Since our district permission of each member

has about 1150 members, we rely on your before putting a name in the [
timely help to enable us to keep in touch and newsletter. However, it

up-to-date. * doesn't stop us from wishing

If you have a half hour or an hour in early w YouaHappy Birthday.

December, you can volunteer to visit and b So, to all those members who A
deliver a poinsettia fo a senior member in a had a birthday since the last

care home or living independently. The plants newsletter ...

are appreciated, but the visits more so! .

If you have a few hours throughout the
' Happy Birthday!!

year, please join our committee. We are -

looking for fresh initiatives to serve our -

members. Extra hands to help with our ’ A
current activities are also most welcome. : -

For further information, please contact
secretaryd.38lambton@gmail.com

If you are not receiving RTO Lambton e-bulletins, please send your e-mail
address to

petelayc@gmail.com
Z 4 [ %4




Entente Education Canada Sarnia Lambton District 38 3

How to build a yersona[ document and contact inventory

Creating an inventory of your important documents and contacts helps your family, power
of attorney and executor act quickly and confidently if you become incapacitated or when
your estate needs to be settled.

Here's how to get started. The following list includes suggestions but are not exclusive.
Your personal portfolio should be the basis for your inventory.

1. List your key documents — will, powers of attorney, birth certificate, SIN,
insurance policies and property ownership.

2. Note where each one is stored — home safe, safety deposit box or with your
lawyer.

3. Record important contacts — lawyer, executor, financial advisor and physician.

4. Share the list — give a copy to your spouse or a trusted family member, not just
your lawyer.

5. Review it regularly — update it after major life changes, like a move or new
diagnosis.

Entente Education Canada has a free, fillable template to help you get organized.
Download it foday and check it of f your to-do list: entente.ca’how-to-create-an-
inventory-of-important-documents-and-contacts/

nnnnn
= ] zui.ci.aqn Lambton District 38 FINANCIAL REPORT

Summary to 31 Aug.2026

INCOME VS EXPENDITURES

[INCoME To DATE

$31,574.33

EXPENSES TO DATE

$9.718.99 Weston Silver Band
ICURRENT 70 5ANK BALAGE $31,574.33 SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

21,855.34 Weston Silver Band Is Back!

“Thrilling ‘spine-tingling’”
YEAR  vs  EXPENDITURES - Globe and Mail.

67% 31% Gemmell & Smith
NOVEMBER 4, 2026
Assets to Date Total Expenditures to Date New Wine in Old Sonatas
ITEM AMOUNT COMMITTEE 2026 BUDGET AMOUNT % Violin/Piano Duo “...dramatic, intense, and outstandingly
Opening Balance ~ $8,962.33  LCL Exec Meetings 2000 912 46 performed” - West Plains United Church
February Grant  §10,781.00  PROV Forum Meetings 1500 0 0 Anagnoson & Kinton
June Grant $10,781.00  Newsletter - Chit Chat 5200 2177 42 MARCH 10, 2027
Social Deposits $1,050.00  Website 750 328 44 Two Pianos, Five Decades
“.. An outstar wo-piano recital with formidable precision i
Other Goodwill 5500 2,289 42 and panache” - The New York Times. 3
Total Income  $31,574.33 | P.D. D38 Walk 100 0 0 vl
(o income_s31,574.33 | Mormbershio/RPW 1750 o2 17 James Campbell - Spirit’20
NOTE: lembership/| APRIL 14, 2027
2026 budget decrease d by $2900 Social 5000 3,193 64 Spanning Style & Spirits of ‘20s
from 2025. Pension/Ret Concerns 100 0 0 “A tight group that really ‘cooks""
- DAILY COURIER.
No Bell Brunch costs - approx. 51500 Public Relations 100 0 0
Office 350 28 12 Ensemble Vivant
Archives 200 0 0 aMAhY 2P6, 2(327
" ach to Piazzolla
Political Advocacy Grant 0 0 “Canada’s Chamber Music Treasure”
Community Grants Grant 0 0 - Toronto Star.
Donations 1000 100 10

5 L us sarniaconcertassociation.ca
HW.Poters Educational Awards 3000 0 0 yis e imperialtheatre.net

‘Totals: 26,550 9,719  37% 0"1 Email: sarniaconcert@gmail.com [}

All performances Wednesdays 7:30pm

TICKETS & INFO AT IMPERIAL THEATRE BOX OFFICE
168 N. Christina St., Sarnia, ON N7T 5T9 « 519-344-SHOW (7469)
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We mourn the loss of the following members

and offer our sincerest sympathy to family
and friends. We know that treasured
memories will help ease the pain in time.

Gloria Hawkins
William Welch
Maria Wolf
Jane Stevenson
Jim Hardy
Fred Moss
Derek Brazier
Jim Muir

Frances Lewis
Heather Crawford
Owen Lockhart
Doreen Steele
Pat Coke

James Martell
Shirley Hawrelak
Reta Griffin

‘Executive 2026-27

At our annual meeting in June, elections for

the executive were not held. The offices

affected are President, First Vice-
President, Second Vice-President,

Secretary and Treasurer. If you wish to

stand for any of these positions, please

forward your name to Bert Phills. His

contact information can be found on page 7

of this newsletter.
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+ JOIN US FOR A ~

FALL SOCIAL v

' GE
E 1 FOR MEMBERS AND 1 GUEST

€ STOKE’S INLAND
s s» (SIDE POCKETS)
/ SARNIA
DAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2026
FROM 3:30 T0 6 PM r
E REFRESHMENTS <
COFFEE. TEA, FOP, wATER)
AND FINGER FOOD == 2g

SVP BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 202
CHERYL STRAATMAN @YAHOO.CA

Five ways to reinvent yoursegc in retirement

Retirement isn't the end of your story — it's
the start of a new chapter. In a recent
Entente webinar, journalist and author
Cathrin Bradbury shared how she approached
reinvention after decades in Canadian
journalism.

Her advice includes leaning into the skills and
passions you already have, and reconnecting
with a "shadow career" — a talent you set
aside years ago. She also encourages retirees
to describe themselves by what they do now,
not what they used to do, and to let their
appearance reflect who they're becoming.
Finally, she warns against self-imposed
ageism, urging retirees to stay open to new
possibilities at any stage of life.

Curious how these ideas could apply to your
own next chapter? Rewatch the webinar on
Entente Academy at academy.entente.ca or
read the full article for all five tips in her

own words: entente.ca/five-ways-to-reinvent-
yourself-in-retirement/

merittravel

Y@ur next extraordi mary
urney startsthere!
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Archives ‘U}chate- Alan Cam}rﬁe[[

Having gone through downsizing and moving twice in the space of 10 months, life has
been interesting. I have done some "internal” catching up by updating the spreadsheet
of District 38 Executive members who have served us over the years. I compiled an
electronic version of the scrapbook, Good Times and Celebrations RTO/ERO 1998-2008,
over the past year. I am working o get it and the Meet the Presidents scrapbook
mounted on the Lambton County Branch OGS website landing page. Once that has been
done, I will ask Peter to add a reminder of how to access these items to one of his E-
Blasts to members.

As your archivist, I would like to pass on some advice if you are about to downsize in
preparation for a move. If you have what you consider are heritage items that might be
of interest to an archive or museum, please do the following. Check first to see if one of
your siblings, children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews would like to receive a
particular heritage item especially if it has a family story behind it. If no family member
is interested, check with local museums or archives to see if there is an interest in
acquiring the item or items. In Lambton County, our museums and archives tend to
accept items with a Lambton story behind them. They may already have a sample of the
item that you wish to donate so will furn you down. Do not assume that a local repository
will accept the heritage items that you have. Please do not leave this task to someone
else to do after your death because chances are it will not happen. Garbage bags and
dumpsters are common at house cleanouts after someone dies.

Now to get to work scanning newspaper articles from 1989-2001 that include Lambton
County teachers.

EEC is revamping the role of ﬂSemﬁt Coordinator at the local level.

The new mandate, as presented at the spring conference, is focused on members wellness and
well-being.

The Benefit Coordinator will continue to help members receive the appropriate information and
help them understand their coverage when necessary. You first should contact Entente Plus
Assistance with questions about your benefits, eligibility or claims, or for support. You can do
this using the Entente Plus portal or app. Phone: 1-800-361-9888 (available Monday to Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. ET) Email: assistance@ententeplus.ca. If you have difficulty
connecting with Entente Plus, contact Denis for assistance, he will be happy to help. His contact
email is on page 8.



mailto:assistance@ententeplus.ca
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Memories from Spring

Dinner 2026
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Lambton District 38 Executive

President Bert Phills bphills@entente.ca
Vice President Holger Peters hpeters@entente.ca
Secretary Michele Vilcsak | secretaryd.38lambton@gmail.com
Treasurer Holger Peters hpeters@entente.ca
Stanafing Committees
Membership Robyn Mortimer | robynmortimer@icloud.com
Public Relations Bill Woodcock woodcockbill@gmail.com
Goodwill Michele Vilcsak | secretaryd.38lambton@gmail.com

Retirement/Concerns | Rosanne Orcutt rosanneorcutt@hotmail.com
Personal Development | ***Two volunteers needed***

Webmaster Peter Laychak petelayc@gmail.com
Community Grants Bert Phills bphills@entente.ca
Social Ann Hines ahines5@cogeco.ca
Political Advocacy Rosanne Orcutt | rosanneorcutt@hotmail.com
Archivist Al Campbell Alan.acresearch.campbell@gmail.com
Newsletter Bert Phills bphills@entente.ca
Benefits Denis Leclerc denisleclerc@ymail.com

Other Executive Supporters
Scott Brennan Marianne Nichols | Kathy Bandla Linda Smith
Carol Peters Cynthia Rawana | Shelly Waller Cheryl Leclerc

As you look at our executive above, you will notice that the list of vacancies is growing.
Also, several of our members are doing multiple jobs. Some like Peter, have been doing
this job for over a decade. This is not sustainable. The need for your help has never
been greater. Please consider joining us. Please contact anyone above to offer your
help.

Contact iﬁ'ormation for the Entente Education Canada (Provincial Oﬁ:ice)

18 Spadina Road, Suite 300
Toronto ON M5BR 257
1416 962 9463 or 1 800 361 9888

membership@entente.ca

Please contact the provincial office with changes of name, address, telephone number or email.
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Spring Dinner ﬂ-(bfid'ay Dinner and AGM
Tuesday, June 8, 2027 Wednesday, December 8, 2026
11:15 Social

11:30 Meeting 11:30 Social

12:15 Dinner 12:15 Dinner

Cost $35 Cost $35

Sarnia Legion Best Western

Registration Form

Note: Make Cheques Payable to Entente Education Canada-Lambton District 38

Name: Telephone
Guests:
Spring Dinner and AGM Holiday Dinner
June 8, 2027 December 8, 2026
tickets @$35 each tickets at $35 each
Send cheques by June 1, 2027 Send Cheques by December 1, 2026

. _ & Columbia ‘ EMPLOYEE STORE
Entente Lambton D38 Holiday Dinner 3 . J.

December 8, 2026 Tickets - $35.00 each

NEW THIS YEAR! Payment for social events can be made in only two ways:

1. By Interac e-Transfer (preferred method of payment)
Payment to hpeters@entente.ca (Automatic Autodeposit)

or

2. By CHEQUE/MAIL
Include: Names of Attendees and any dietary concerns (if required)
Make cheques payable to:

Entente Education Canada - Lambton District 38

ENTIRESTORE

Carol Peters 6797 Eton Court, Camlachie, Ontario. NON 1E0 o
DEADLINE FOR ALL PAYMENTS: Tuesday, December 1%, 2026 4 /o F F

Mail cheques to:

& Columbia @

SOREL

Retired Teachers of Ontario - District 38 Members (Lambton)

EXCLUSIVE INVITE TO SHOP THE EMPLOYEE STORE

TEMBER 4 - SEPTEMBER 27 London, ON

MMM srine s pass + proor o Y
" AFFILIATION + UP TO 4 GUESTS sAr:s’:‘:l!%:-F::;ls?J‘N:r:A-sP
londonemployeestore@columbia.com




